	Прочитайте тексты и установите соответствие между текстами А–E и заголовками 1–6. Запишите свои ответы в таблицу. Используйте каждую цифру только один раз. В задании есть один лишний заголовок.
 



				1. 
	Why did people start the postal service?

	2. 
	What is snail mail?

	3. 
	Where did the first delivery system appear?



	   
		4. 
	What are the advantages of e-mail?

	5. 
	What was the first stamp like?

	6. 
	How were the letters paid for?







		A. 
	For as long as humans have existed there has been a need to keep in touch and to transfer important information between people in different places. Before the invention of writing, oral messages were carried from one person to another between towns. Writing made it much easier to send longer messages; however, it was still difficult to make sure that your message got to the right place.

	B. 
	It was used by the Roman officials to transfer information throughout the Empire. Staging posts and a system with horses and carriages meant that messages could move quickly, by using many riders instead of one. It was very important for business and military reasons that good communication system existed. However, the Romans were not the first to realize this. The Chinese and Persian empires used systems of horses and riders more than 500 years before the Romans.

	C. 
	Before the invention of the postage stamps, letters were “franked”. It was marked on the letter that delivery had been paid for. This could have been either written or stamped. A post-mark was also stamped on the letter. Invented in 1660 in England, this was a mark that showed where and when the letter had been posted. It was used to see how long it took to deliver the letter – to make sure the service was reliable.
 

	D. 
	It is the humorous term used by e-mail users for the old-fashioned letters-in-envelopes postal system. It means that such letters travel very slowly, which actually is rather unfair. In Britain you can send letters first or second class; the first class ones normally get to their destination, anywhere in the country, the next morning. The postal service is called the Royal mail, and all the British stamps have the head of the Queen.
 

	E. 
	They were invented in Great Britain. It was a British man called Rowland Hill who proposed a stamp to be stuck on the letter to identify that postage had been paid. The first stamp was issued in 1840. It was called the Penny Black and the profile of Queen Victoria’s head was depicted there. The stamp cost 1 pence and was darkly coloured. About 65 million Penny Blacks were issued, and nowadays it is not a very rare stamp.

















Начало формы
	Прочитайте текст. Определите, какие из приведённых утверждений 7–14 соответствуют содержанию текста (1 – True), какие не соответствуют (2 – False) и о чём в тексте не сказано, то есть на основании текста нельзя дать ни положительного, ни отрицательного ответа (3 – Not stated). В поле ответа запишите одну цифру, которая соответствует номеру правильного ответа.
Christmas Tree Memories
My name is Ted. I grew up in the 50s, but my childhood memories are still alive. The most pleasant of them is the family Christmas tree. Besides my mum and dad, there were five children in the family. We all took part in decorating the Christmas tree, one way or another. It was a special time for me as dad took us for a trip to the winter forest.
The experience was special as only boys were allowed to go to the countryside to pick out the tree. At the age of five I felt proud to be in a man’s adventure. I remember walking through the forest with dad looking for the perfect, large tree. We had a tall ceiling in the living room, so a small tree did not look right there.
At the age of five, even a small tree seemed great to me. To measure a tree I raised my hands above my head and looked up. If I could reach the top of the tree I thought it was big enough. Dad, however, always chose the perfect tree very carefully.
Once he had made his choice, he took out an axe to cut down the tree. I wanted to help my dad and brothers, but they always told me to stand back. When the cutting began, I tried to hold the tree up. I was afraid the tree would fall on them and I felt strong enough to hold it.
After the tree was down we took it to the car and went back home. I don’t remember how we got that large tree through the door, but it was always right. Then dad got the tree to stand up and we could start the decorating. The tree, the boxes with decorations and a tall ladder took up the whole room.
All the family took part as mum gave everyone a task. I had to pass the decorations. What I liked best about the Christmas tree was the lights. After everybody else had left I stayed in the room and watched the lights travelling up and down the Christmas tree.
Dad had one more special job that day. Mum took her favourite ornament, a lighted angel, which she had got as a present from her family. Dad climbed up the ladder and fixed the angel at the top of the Christmas tree. When I looked at the angel, I thought Santa was close to my house.
Everyone was ready to celebrate Christmas. The decorated shining tree was so big that it nearly touched the ceiling. I felt I was a small part of a big adventure. The last few years we lived in that house the trips to the forest with dad ceased. We bought an artificial tree instead.
 
	7 Ted’s family had a tradition of decorating the Christmas tree together.




		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated





Конец формы
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	8 When Ted’s father went to choose their Christmas tree, Ted stayed at home.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated
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	9 Ted’s family lived in a small town.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated
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	10 Ted’s father always chose a tall tree for Christmas.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated





Конец формы
 
Начало формы
	11 Ted’s mother preferred the Christmas decorations created by her children.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated
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	12 A lighted angel was Ted’s favourite Christmas decoration.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated
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	13 There was a star on the top of the Christmas tree in Ted’s house.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated
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	14 Finally the family stopped having a live Christmas tree.

		  
	 1) 
	True

	  
	 2) 
	False

	  
	 3) 
	Not stated





Конец формы


Преобразуйте слова, напечатанные заглавными буквами в конце строк так, чтобы они грамматически и лексически соответствовали содержанию текста. Заполните пропуски полученными словами. Каждый пропуск соответствует отдельному заданию
	Прочитайте приведённый ниже текст.
	Mum wants to buy a new sofa for the sitting room. So, yesterday, we went to the largest furniture store in the city. Mum's friend, who is a ___DESIGN___, recommended that store as the best in the city.  
However, we didn’t buy anything because Mum couldn't make a ______DECIDE______ about what she liked best. There were sofas in ______TRADITION______ and modern styles. They were presented in  ___DIFFER___  colours and patterns. The shop assistant was very ____HELP___. She patietly showed us one model after another. At last Mum chose one of them, but, ______FORTUNATELY______, they didn’t have that model in her favourite colour.



Прочитайте приведённый ниже текст. Преобразуйте слова, напечатанные заглавными буквами в конце строк, обозначенных номерами 15–23, так, чтобы они грамматически соответствовали содержанию текста. Заполните пропуски полученными словами. Каждый пропуск соответствует отдельному заданию 15–23.
Tracey was very unhappy and scared. She was starting a new school.
15 “I _________NOT/WANT_________ to go to school today,” Tracey told her father.
“I understand, Tracey,” he said. “Starting a new school can be very difficult. But you have to.”
A month before _____16____THEY_________ family had moved to a new town and everything was still new and strange for Tracey. Dad smoothed Tracey’s hair down and _____17____GIVE_________ her a little hug,
“When your classes ___18______BE_________ over, I’ll pick you up, ok?”
When Tracey got to school and looked at the big building, she thought, “I wish I ______19___CAN_________ run away,” but she knew it was impossible. She took a deep breath and walked up the steps to school. She went straight into her _______20__FIVE_________ grade classroom.
“That must be Tracey,” “Hello, Tracey!”, “Welcome, Tracey!” the _____21____CHILD_________ in the room welcomed her.
Everyone seemed friendly and Tracey felt a little _____22____GOOD_________.
The father picked her up after school. 
“How was your day?” he asked. To his surprise Tracey answered that she ___23______LIKE_________ her new school.
“You are a brave girl,” her father said. “I’m proud of you.” 
You have 30 minutes to do this task.
You have received a letter from your English-speaking pen friend, Ben.
…We’ve moved house and now I have to go to a new school. It’s a pity because I liked my old school and I had a lot of friends there. Now I feel a bit lonely but I hope to find some friends here too….
…What do you like most about your school? Have you got a lot of friends at school? What do you usually do with your school friends in your free time? …
Write him a letter and answer his 3 questions.
Write 100–120 words. Remember the rules of letter writing.




4

